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Letter from the President
It is that time of year again; the time when I write to our current members, past members, and potential members
to lay out what the Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust accomplished over the last year and to ask you once
again to support our activities to preserve portions of this magnificent region in which we live and play.

In truth, your Land Trust has had a remarkably successful year.  

It started early with of a fund-raising campaign to purchase two unique properties on the Gananoque River.   We
coordinated a group of similarly-minded conservation organizations from across the Watershed to raise funding
that added 375 acres to the lands preserved within the Watershed.  The Gan River Campaign brought together
the Gananoque River Waterways Association, the Algonquin to Adirondacks Conservation Association, the
Leeds/Grenville Stewardship Council, and the Frontenac Arch Biosphere Network in a campaign that raised
$168,000 in three months.  These local funds enabled the Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC) and Ontario
Nature to match federal government grants and other monies to purchase two properties on the Gananoque River.

consisting of 150 acres and 3.8 km of shoreline on both shores
of the river, is a beautiful area where the river narrows through
rock walls.  The property includes exposed rock shorelines,
marsh and wetland, bare rock ridges, and mature mixed upland
and lowland deciduous forests.    The Gananoque River is an
important part of the Frontenac Arch Paddle Trail, a historic
trade route that connects the Rideau system with the St.
Lawrence.It will be managed by the NCC which has agreed to
provide a rest area on the site for paddlers.  

“The Crank”“The Crank”



The second property, known as the Summerfield Tract, is a 223 acre parcel located next to Ontario Nature’s Lost
Bay Nature Reserve.  Its addition will nearly double the size of the Reserve and will protect provincially
significant wetlands along the shoreline at the bottom of Lost Bay on the Gananoque River.  The property,
containing extensive wetlands and species at risk habitat, will be owned and managed by Ontario Nature. 

I would like to thank the many individuals and organizations that contributed to the Gan River Campaign but,
especially, the LaFleche Wetland Trust, Ed Lowans and the Summerfield family, the Kingston Field Naturalists,
and the Gibbons family of maple syrup fame. 

From that success, the Land Trust went on to purchase a 50-acre property from the Poole family with the
intention of donating it to the Charleston Lake Provincial Park.  Again, this purchase was a collaboration,
bringing together donations from the Leeds/Grenville Stewardship Council, the Charleston Lake Association, the
Friends of Charleston Lake Provincial Park, and the Land Trust.  The property, pristine with no roads, trails, or
structures, will fill out the northeast corner of the Park’s property.

The 2012 Cottage Tour was also a success.  This year we returned to our earlier format of lunch and a boat tour
to three cottages.  The weather looked ominous as we started the first cruise but the threat of rain did not deter
our stalwart participants.  The three cottages visited this year were on Manitouana, Black Duck, and Huckleberry
Islands.  We are grateful to Susan and Mark Saiter, Nancy King, and Debbi and Jim Wallace for their hospitality
and the generous loan of their lovely cottages.   And once again, the lunch served up by Louise Richards was
well worth a little inclement weather.  

As the year closes, we are engaged in final negotiations on a conservation easement that will cover 600 acres of
property with significant shoreline around Charleston Lake.   A conservation easement is a legal instrument that
enables a land owner to continue to own his or her property while ensuring the preservation of its natural features
in perpetuity.  The granting of an easement can provide significant tax advantages to the property owner.  The
TIWLT holds several conservation easements but they put significant obligations on the Land Trust, first to
document those natural features for the tax authorities and then to monitor the property to ensure the provisions
of the easement are fulfilled.

All in all, not a bad year’s work for a small voluntary organization, eh?

And as you may know, because we have said it before, we are heavily dependent on both the Cottage Tour and
annual memberships for the operating dollars that enable us to undertake our work.  This funding gives us the
base we need to be able to plan, communicate, and execute our preservation activities, be they by land
acquisition through purchase or donation, conservation easements, and education of land owners in the
Watershed.

I hope that after you read this letter you will take a moment to become or to re-become a member of the
Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust.  It is just $40.  You may do this by filling out the membership form and
sending a cheque to the address below or by taking advantage of the PayPal link on our website – . 

Thank you again for your generous support.

Dann M. Michols

President



I think the people on the 2012 Cottage Tour will agree it was fabulous due to the gracious welcome
of our hosts Susan and Mark Saiter, Jim and Debi Wallace and Nancy King. 

As August 12 dawned Don and I had to wait out the torrential rainfall before getting in our little boat
and heading for Gananoque. It was quite a rainy blowy day but our volunteers and our guests were
ready for fun and nothing was going to stop them. Luckily, the only ones who got wet were the
volunteers on Black Duck and myself (Sorry about that. We dried out about 4 PM.) The wind,
however, stayed up and that presented some interesting challenges for the tour boat. We missed
Captain Andy for sure. 

Thank you to Joy, Sarah, Kathleen, Sandy and Ed who were the organizing committee of this event.
We’d especially like to thank Ed Lowans and Don Ross for securing floating docks for the event.

After the adventures on the boat, there was lots of fun on the islands. The Saiters welcomed us with
stories of “Gramps” and his building of the cottage and the furniture. Mace Cottage is a house full of
family memories, things that make saying the word cottage tighten your heart. Susan had lost the
family artifacts for a while when the cottage was sold. We’re all lucky she and Mark were able to buy
it back with everything intact. 

Jim and Debi at Huckleberry lovingly restored their cottage to exactly the way it would have looked
new. They found a great Lansdowne carpenter who copied all the original woodwork and stains.
The new addition blends in with the old cottage and is situated in the landscape for the views.
Lovely. But the really wonderful things about Huckleberry are the beautiful vistas and the great
swimming—oh and Indian Rock the carved image of an Indian dated 1916. We’re so glad Jim came
back to the islands where he spent time as a child.

Nancy King always welcomes visitors with lemonade and multiple stories. Nancy is restoring the
family presence on the island after fire and wind. She’s done a remarkable job shopping at the
Goodwill. Her decorating was wonderful and I’m sure you took home some ideas. But most of all it is
the stories of the sound of the water in the boathouse when she was a kid and helping her dad do
the work around the cottage. You can tell she loves the place and it is blossoming around her.

As always, cottage tours are about the stories of The River. In coming to these tours, we keep the
history of The Islands alive. We hope you enjoyed your day and thank you for the contributions. We
will put them to good use buying land to save species, preserve vistas and the health of our rivers
and lakes.

Thank you,
Marnie Ross

Cottage Tour 2012



Jerry Heath, a long-time Board member of the Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust and of the Frontenac
Arch Biosphere Network died earlier this year after a valiant fight with cancer.  Jerry was past-President of
the Land Trust and as such responsible for our Membership campaign.  Many of you may have been on the
receiving end of his velvet-voiced pleas to renew your memberships.  He was President of the Land Trust
when the decision was made to expand its ambit to include the entire Thousand Islands watershed.  He
served the Land Trust long and well.

In recognition of this, Eleanor Toren, his wife, named the Land Trust as the recipient for donations that people
might like to make in Jerry’s name.  At the last Board meeting, we had received over $800 in donations.  

At its last meeting, the Board of the TIWLT decided to use the funds to establish the “Jerry Heath Random Acts
of Stewardship Award”.  The purpose of the award will be: To recognize, promote, and encourage stewardship
actions that enhance the natural environment of the Watershed for the benefit of current and future
generations.

We will set up a yearly tradition of choosing an individual, family, company and/or organization to be honoured
with the award to recognize a particularly significant act of land stewardship in the Watershed, in Jerry’s name.
The award will be made at our annual AGM and will present an opportunity for the promotion of land
stewardship in the Watershed, bringing Jerry’s name to the fore annually.

Anyone  wishing to donate specifically to the Jerry Heath Fund should send a cheque to the TIWLT Offices at
19 Reynolds Road, Lansdowne K0E 1L0, Ontario.

Jerry will be sorely missed.

In Memoriam

Jerry Heath



BRIEF FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR 2011

The financial status of TIWLT was quite solid in 2011. Revenue raised for the operating account
through memberships, donations and the Cottage Tour was sufficient to meet expenses. TIWLT was
able to make a $10,000 contribution toward the purchase of  the Summerfield and Crank properties
from the operating account, thus leaving the $42, 000 conservation fund intact. 

The Frontenac Arch Natural Area account was active as more than $90,000 was raised in 2011
through fund raising, in collaboration with other partners, for the purchase of  the Summerfield and
Crank properties.  Much of this money was  used in 2011for the purchase of  the Summerfield Tract.
Fund raising continued into 2012 and in March, 2012, $75,000 was passed over to Nature
Conservancy of Canada towards the purchase of the Crank. Currently there are funds in the range of
$20,000 in the FANA account to be used for future land acquisitions.

The detailed 2011 Year End Financial Report will be submitted  and hopefully approved at the AGM. It will
then be posted on the TIWLT website.

Joy Strachan

Treasurer

As mentioned in the President’s Letter in this Newsletter, the Thousand Islands Watershed
Land Trust has partnered with a number of conservation organizations over the last several
years. One of those partners has been the Nature Conservancy of Canada. The following
article, written by the NCC, explains the strategic objective shared by all conservation
organizations in the area. The acquisitions and easement arrangements made by the TIWLT
are designed to preserve land that will ensure migration corridors for animals and plants
across the Watershed and the Frontenac Arch Biosphere as described by the NCC.

MEMBERSHIP REMINDER
It is not too late! Worried that you haven't paid your membership fee for 2012? We are

still gratefully accepting memberships for 2013. Memberships provide much needed
operational funds to the Land Trust.  

Fill out the form below and send your cheque for $40.00 to 
TIWLT, 19 Reynolds Rd., Lansdowne, ON., K0E 1L0.

Membership for 2013    $___________       (Annual membership per household - $40.00)
And my donation of  $___________     Total enclosed      __________

Name:    ________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________    

email:    __________________________________________________




