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Old Baldy

Greetings  From the President  

2016 was an exceptional year. There are a lot of people to thank and a lot of meaty news to deliver. 
From November 2015-December 2016, TIWLT conserved 6 properties; prepared for  a study of the rare Pug 
Nosed Shiner on the shores  of Ice and Griswold Islands and worked towards re-establishing  the tern colonies 
on those islands; completed our first Easement with American Friends of Canadian Land Trusts; and paid the 
last installment for Old Baldy.

Peach: Gull Island otherwise known as Griswold

In 1963 John Peach and his brothers, Tim, Robert and Dave, were given Gull Island near Mallorytown Landing for 
hunting.  The island was always “smooth bare and rocky”—in fact it is perfect for a migratory bird colony.  The 
island has some stone blinds and a stone cottage on it that would remind you of the crofters homes in northern 
Scotland. Frederick Bourne of Dark Island, Singer Castle had developed the island for hunting. 
The Peach  brothers haven’t hunted for several years and decided to give Gull Island to TIWLT. 
Gull Island is in the news again because we are exploring the  reestablishment a tern colony on Gull and nearby 
Ice islands. It could end up the largest tern colony in the Thousand Islands. John Peach is a volunteer with Save 
the River and has helped establish tern colonies on US islands. He especially enjoys taking students out to help 
with bird banding and restoration work. It’s a great introduction to nature and a real connection with The River. 
He’s going to help TIWLT reestablish a tern colony on Gull and Ice Islands.
This will involve extensive work building a wire grid and transporting gravel to keep the tern eggs dry  and sticks 
for tern ‘furniture.’  John Ambrose of our board formulated a plan also in conjunction with Dr. Lee Harper and 
people from Save the River and will be looking for funding this year. 
We also hope to find the Pug Nosed Shiner in the waters around Ice and Gull. The shiner is a Species at Risk and 
we will look for ways to encourage it’s survival. We have a grant from the Ontario Land Trust Alliance to study 
the Shiner and will start that survey in August with Mary Alice Snetsinger. 

Ice Island

Ice Island is easily seen from the Thousand 
Islands Parkway. It lies just southeast of 
Mallorytown Landing. Duck Hunters have 
used the Island for many years, in fact for 
well over one hundred years. In October of 
1894 the Brockville Recorder reported that 
the Island had recently been bought from 
the government by syndicate of Gananoque 
sportsmen who warned trespassers away 
from their private hunting preserve. (Susie 
Smith – Summer People).
That tradition continued when Morris Huck 
of Rockport purchased the Island and 
nearby shoals in 1974. Morris maintained 
the duck blinds and a small building, so that he and his friends could hunt late  into the season. 
Although not officially a bird sanctuary, Morris and his friends were aware that the common tern also used the 
Island, and were careful not to disturb their nests. By the late 1980’s, the Canadian Wildlife Service noted that the 
number of terns in the Thousand Islands region was decreasing, due to a loss of habitat. The CWS approached 
Morris
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See page 5 for details.
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 who gave his permission to have a protective grid system established which prevented the expanding gull 
population from interfering with the common terns. This system worked well for a number of years, but eventually 
had to be abandoned for lack of manpower for monitoring and repair.
In late 2015, Morris approached the Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust, and offered to donate the Island. We 
immediately agreed, and could see an opportunity to re-establish a tern colony in  the east end of the Thousand 
Islands. (See also the article on Griswold Island.)
As well, by protecting the Island from incompatible development, we are also protecting critical habitat of a 
number of species of fish and turtles, not only sports fish but also the pug-nose shiner, a species at risk in Ontario.
We are delighted to accept the donation of Ice Island from Morris Huck. Environment Canada is also on board, and 
has certified the donation as an Ecological Gift.
If you wonder how Ice Island came by its name, have a look from the Parkway next spring. If there is a lot of ice 
floating down the River you may see it piled high on the Island.
 Dave Warner 

Marshall: Bostwick Island

We  accepted the EcoGift of another part of the same marsh and 
woods that Bob & Paula Street gave. While we did most of the 
work in 2016, the actual transaction took place in 2017.
The Marshall property has the same natural quality as the Street’s. 
It is remarkable in that there are almost no invasive species and it’s 
teaming with life. 
Some of you may remember the 2010 Cottage Tour at the Marshall 
cottage, a lovely large yellow cottage on a hill where we were 
welcomed by Liz and Verne. 
Since that time, Verne carries on in the absence of Liz and is doing 
very well.  His children, Sue, Geoffrey, Alan and Wayne own the 
property now. and are keen to make sure it is conserved. Sue and 
Geoff took the lead in conserving their property by donating the 
‘marsh’ lot to TIWLT. Thanks for all your hard work Sue and Geoff. 

Doctor Island

Doctor Island was part of the summers for an extended family from the Unted States and they wanted to see 
Doctor Island preserved forever. They approached the Land Trust in 2015 with the offer to donate it with the 
understanding that it would be protected for all time. Doctor Island is a gem. At just over one acre in size, it 
has never seen a building or a dock. The vegetation is lush, and has not been grazed by deer. The swift current 
has kept the River open in the winter and the deer away from the Island. It is visited regularly by other animals 
however, including mink and osprey. Pitch Pine, which is a tree of particular interest and concern in the Thousand 
Islands, is doing well there .
We are pleased to accept the donation of Doctor Island. Environment Canada is also impressed with the Island 
and has decided that it qualifies as an Ecological Gift. See the monitoring story below for a picture of Doctor.
Dave Warner

Verne and Liz Marshall on Bostwick Island
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rMonitoring

Each year TIWLT must monitor every property we hold an easement on or own. It’s a responsibility but also an 
opportunity. This year during the loveliest days of September and October we decided to monitor our islands. 
After all someone has to do it. Another year it would be great to include you. 
Some of the islands we own are pictured in this report and they all look great. They came through the drought 
well and there is no evidence of tampering. Would you like to come monitor property with a biologist and the 
TIWLT board? We have properties we need to walk and well as monitor by water. Bring your kids and grandkids 
for a day of understanding the joys of nature. If you are interested, email info@tiwlt.ca
Marnie Ross

Old Baldy on Charleston Lake 
Old Baldy was completed and we hope to have a celebration at the attached Sand Bay Park next summer –
whenever the NCC has their sign ready. Gary Bell of the NCC if very grateful for your contributions to help secure 
this lovely property.

The Ontario Land Trust Alliance Gathering
The Ontario Land Trust Alliance held its annual gathering at Geneva Park on Lake Koochiching during the period 
October 19-21. About 20 land trusts from across Ontario as well as others from outside the province (BC and New 
Brunswick) were represented. TIWLT was represented by board member John Ambrose. Ten very interesting 
sessions were held and presented by a number of various specialists. Session topics included, amongst others, 
planning, fund raising, invasive species, the next generation of biodiversity protectors, and public involvement. 
Many of the lessons learned will be applicable to our work at TIWLT. 
John Ambrose
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Summer Workshop and AGM at Streets’ on Bostwick Island

Last year we told you about the marsh lot gift Bob & Paula Street gave to the Land Trust. Bob has been tire-
less in working to understand the entire EcoGift process and doing as much as he could himself—a man to be 
admired. There’s a picture on the front page of Bob & Paula accepting our Stewardship award for their efforts 
and their gift. 

This summer, they handed the cottage over to the kids in a very affordable manner thanks to the Charitable 
Receipt for the land donation and they went on a European Holiday instead of closing up. And they opened 
their cottage for a workshop and TIWLT AGM last summer on July 30. There were a lot of good things that 
happened that July day and here are a few of them.

Everyone agreed the information presented was important, timely. It’s going to help people achieve their goals 
in succession planning. Ray Kinoshita, retired from 
Grant Thorton, has a great grasp of cross-border 
issues in accounting and divesting property.  John 
Ross of American Friends of Canadian Land Trusts 
knows first hand about the reasons people donate 
land and how AFoCLT and TIWLT can help with 
the process. His family owns property on Charles-
ton and Red Horse Lakes which they put an ease-
ment on a few years ago. Sandy Tassel of AFoCLT 
walked us through the process for donating land 
and what AF has to offer the US tax payer. US tax-
payers can give land or money to a Canadian Land 
Trust through AF and receive a US tax receipt. Also, 
they will not pay capital gains for the donated land. 
Right now there are many incentives to preserve 
land. So thanks to Ray, John and Sandy. 

Our board were a great help that day with presen-
tations, food and ferrying people to the island. It was a great worthwhile time. Many thanks to the Streets.

We had a great turn-out of people, Americans and some Canadians thanks to the Thousand Islands Association 
for helping spread the word. TIA is another great organization in our region that makes sure the shoal markers 
are on the River every summer. 1000islanlandsassociation.net

Dann Michols
Dann was a leader in TIWLT for years. In fact so long that it’s difficult to imagine 
TIWLT without him. He is continuing community work in Delta at the Old Stone Mill. 
Dann was retired Deputy Minister of Health and with his excellent organizational 
skills, he made sure TIWLT was on the fore front administratively. He went through 
the CRA process to reregister Canadian Thousand Islands Heritage Conservancy 
with a Thousand Islands focus, to Thousand Islands Watershed Land Trust with the 
lakes and rivers north—almost touching the Rideau. That  added to territory and a 
federal designation. He worked on the Ontario Land Trust Alliance board and estab-
lished TIWLT as the first land trust to complete the best practices of OLTA. He went 
through the IRS hoops to become a grantee of American Friends of Canadian Land 
Trusts for both land and money. And he ran a really good meeting that made every-
one feel welcome. Thank you Dann for all you do. Best of luck with all your efforts 
Dann.
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Thank You For the Computer!

A note from Treasurer Yolande LaPointe reminds us to be thankful.
When the PC computer at the FAB office crashed we were looking at our options to carry out our accounting when a gen-
erous Samaritan, Cynthia Kall, a retired Accountant, gave us a brand new computer.  Cynthia is also providing training on 
the new software as well as her accounting services free of charge.  Needless to say we are grateful and looking forward 
to work with Cynthia.
Yolande LaPointe

If you have a good computer you no longer need or are willing to buy a new one from a Not-for-Profit website such as 
the Microsoft Store, consider a donation for Mary Jane Lamb who does our newsletter and graphics. Mary Jane is limping 
along and with an old computer and driving extensively to get the newsletters out. She would love to be able to work on 
“Quark” with which she is most comfortable.

Beauvais Point, Wolfe Island
We completed Conservation Easement with Mackie and Charlotte MacLean of Wolfe Island. This was the first property 
easement we have done through American Friends of Ca-
nadian Land Trusts. The process is new and interesting and 
the MacLean family are wonderful and helpful. They under-
stand that when they say they love The River they must 
do something to keep it natural and beautiful. They get it. 
Their forest is one of the few mature woodlands left on Wolfe 
Island and they have some huge trees with many Carolinian 
species. 
An added bonus is that the MacLeans have many grandchil-
dren who stay on the island at Camp Goose Egg for most 
of the summer. They will be our new monitoring crew and 
hopefully the love and care of the land will be instilled in the 
next generation. 

Beauvais Point shoreline.

The Beauvais Point monitoring team as 
seen a few years ago. Camp Goose Egg is 
a lively, nature oriented learning/teaching 

opportunity.
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Contribute to the future, contact us.

Contact us. Join us for only $45.00. Donations and bequests to TIWLT are tax deductible. 
Since more people want us to keep their property instead of giving it to a larger conservation organziation, 
we need a robust conservation fund to keep the properties safe forever. Please consider a donation. 
Volunteer or enjoy a walk in the woods with experts. 
If you are a landowner interested in learning about your property and its conservation or about preservation 
of a particular property, we want to hear from you. 
 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION to print and mail; just mail a check with your information.
or visit:  http://www.tiwlt.ca and join.

Your Name __________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

 
 ___________________Postal /Zip Code ______________

Phone # ____________________

Email __________________________________________

Membership $45.00 ___________________

Donation   ___________________
  

TIWLT
19 Reynolds Rd
Lansdowne, Ontario, Canada K0E 1L0
info@tiwlt.ca

http://www.tiwlt.ca/join-tiwlt.html
http://www.tiwlt.ca/join-tiwlt.html

